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Title: The Crucible of Bengal: From Partition to a Shared Destiny ‘
June 20th stands not just as a date on a calendar, but as a profound
intersection of triumph, trauma, and resilience for West Bengal. As we mark
Bengal Day, we are called to look into the mirror of history—not merely to
look back at what we lost, but to remember who we became in the crucible
of our darkest hours.

The story of modern Bengal is inextricably bound to the scars of Partition.
The carving of lines through a vibrant, unified land tore apart a
synchronized cultural fabric, turning a shared home into an overnight
borderland. For millions, the dawn of independence arrived wrapped in the
terrifying darkness of displacement. Overnight, families were uprooted,
forced to abandon ancestral homes, fields, and memories with nothing but
the clothes on their backs and the bitter grief of exile.

Yet, the true defining spirit of Bengal lies in the relentless struggle of those
immigrants. Facing unimaginable trauma, deprivation, and the cold
indifference of refugee camps, these resilient souls refused to be broken.
They rebuilt their lives from the absolute dust. Through sheer grit,
intellectual fervor, and an unyielding will to survive, they didn't just
assimilate—they infused West Bengal with a fierce vitality, reshaping its
culture, its literature, and its political consciousness. Their struggle is the
bedrock upon which our modern state stands.

We must also remember that this resilience was forged long before the
borders were drawn. Bengal was the fiery nerve center of India’s freedom
movement. From the thunderous anti-partition ripples of 1905 to the radical
defiance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the quiet, resolute sacrifices
of countless young revolutionaries, Bengal’s soil has always been nurtured

by the blood of those who valued liberty above life itself.
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Today, as we look to the future, the legacy of that struggle demands a
profound collective introspection. The history of Bengal is a stark reminder
of the devastating cost of division. Our past teaches us that when we are
fractured along lines of identity, faith, or origin, it is the common humanity of
our people that pays the price.

The true celebration of West Bengal lies in fostering an unbreakable sense
of social cohesion, deep fraternity, and enduring brotherhood. Our
language, our shared heritage, and our rich syncretic culture have always
been our greatest strengths. Let us pledge to guard this unity fiercely. In our
neighborhoods, universities, and workplaces, let compassion defeat
prejudice, and let solidarity replace suspicion.

West Bengal’'s heart beats loudest when it beats for all its people. By
honoring the struggles of our ancestors and embracing one another with
empathy and respect, we ensure that the trauma of the past is permanently
transformed into a triumphant promise of a shared, peaceful, and inclusive

tomorrow.

DR. SOUMYAJYOTI BANDYOPADHYAY
ADDITIONAL MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT
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| Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee's Vision: Not Partition as Ideal, but
Partition as Defense

It is crucial to understand that Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, did not
advocate partition as a political idea. He saw it as a necessary
defense against religious nationalism. His position was: "Partition is
not our goal”, but if partition is inevitable to save Hindus from
persecution, then we must accept it.

The vindication of fore3|ghtness of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee's
"partition before partition" was not a celebration of division. It was a
strategic defense against religious nationalism. His foresight saved
Bengali Hindus from persecution, preserved Bengali Hindu civilization,
and made West Bengal a refuge for 10 million displaced
" Hindus.Today, as Bangladesh's Hindu minority still faces persecution,
Mukherjee's foresight is vindicated. Without his struggle, Kolkata
would be in Pakistan, Bengali Hindus would be persecuted, and
Bengali Hindu civilization would face annihilation.

Modern day West Bengal is Mukherjee's legacy: a Bengali Hindu
homeland that preserved civilization against religious nationalism. His
foresight was not about partition as an ideal, but about survival against
extinction. The tragedy is that history remembers Mukherjee as a
"partitionist,” not as a savior of Bengali Hindus. His foresight saved 28
million lives. His legacy is West Bengal's survival. Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee died in 1953, but his foresight lives in every Bengali Hindu
who continues to practice their religion, celebrate their festivals, and
preserve their civilization in West Bengal. Without his "partition before
partition," none of this would exist.

On this Paschimb'anga Divas , | express my deepest respect and
admiration for the son of this great land.

Prof. Dr. Soubhagya Ranjan Nayak

“Department of Anatomy iSAG
COM & JNMH, Kalyani, WBUHS i

West Bengal-741235 ?



West Bengal is not merely a state; it is a grand storybook where every page s, =
carries the fragrance of courage, culture, and creativity. On West Bengal ~ &
Day, we celebrate a land that has gifted India poets, scientists, freedom
fighters, artists, and enough sweets to challenge every diet plan ever '
invented!
§\ From the iroltellectual awakening of the Bengal Renaissance to the
g\\ thunderous voices of the freedom movement, Bengal has always stood at
the forefront of change. Visionaries like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, Subhas Chandra Bose and Rabindranath Tagore
showed the nation that ideas can be as powerful as armies.
Yet Bengal's greatness is not found only in history books. It lives in the
morning tea shared at roadside stalls, in the rhythm of the dhak during
Durga Puja, in the determined student preparing for examinations, and in
the farmer nurturing the fertile soil of the Ganges delta.
There is a famous Bengali spirit known as adda—the art of conversation.
Only in Bengal can a five-minute discussion about cricket somehow
become a two-hour debate on philosophy; literature, politics, and whether
i rosogolla tastes better chilled or fresh!
West Bengal teaches us a timeless lesson: progress and tradition can walk
Lo together. A land that produced Nobel laureates and revolutionaries also
reminds us to pause, enjoy a cup of tea, and appreciate life's simple joys.
. . -On this West Bengal Day, let us celebrate the state that thinks deeply,
. dreams boldly, and smiles warmly. May its legacy continue to inspire future
W i"“f generations to learn fearlessly, work honestly, and serve humanity with
4 (X LN, compassion.
e -'t Shubho West Bengal Day! May the spirit of Bengal continue to illuminate
L India with knowledge, culture, and hope.
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History of Lady Doctors of Bengal: Pioneers
of Women’s Medical Education

Paramita Bhattacharya, Assoc.Professor, Dept.of Medicine,
COMJNMH,WBUHS,Kalyani

The history of lady doctors in Bengal reflects a remarkable journey of courage,
social reform, and professional excellence. In the nineteenth century, when
women’s education faced strong social resistance, Bengal emerged as a
pioneering region in promoting female participation in medicine.

The movement bggan during the Bengal Renaissance, which encouraged
women’s education through the efforts of reformers such as Raja Rammohan
Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. The establishment of the Calcutta Medical
College in 1835 laid the foundation for modern medical education, although
women were initially excluded from admission.

A landmark breakthrough came with Dr. Kadambini Ganguly (1861-1923), one
of the first women graduates of the British Empire and among the earliest
practicinb female physicians in South Asia. After graduating from the University
of Calcutta, she was admitted to Calcutta Medical College and later obtained
further qualifications in the United Kingdom. Her success challenged prevailing
gender barriers and inspired generations of women to pursue medicine.

-------

Dr. Haimabati Sen (1866-1933), j
Another notable contemporary was Dr. Virginia Mary Mitra (1865-1945), who
became one of the first women to earn a medical degree from Calcutta Medical
College. She served in several hospitals and contributed significantly to

women’s healthcare in Bengal. Together, Kadambini Ganguly and Virginia Mary
Mitra demonstrated that women could excel in professional medicine despite
societal opposition.

Among the early pioneers was Dr. Haimabati Sen (1866—1933), whose
autobidgraphical writings provide valuable insight into the struggles faced by
_women physicians in colonial India. Her life illustrates the challenges of

| bélancing professional responsibilities with restrictive social norms. PTO.




Dr. Sundari Mohan Das (1857-1950): An early visionary, she served as the
first principal of the Calcutta National Medical College. Her immense efforts not
only helped train female medical workers but also ensured institutional backing
for womgeh entering the medical sciences during the early 20th century.
The grthh of female medical education accelerated during the late nineteenth
" and early twentieth centuries. Institutions such as Lady Dufferin Hospitals
promoted the training and employment of women doctors to provide healthcare
for women who observed purdah and preferred female physicians. This initiative
substantially improved access to maternal and child healthcare.
Following Indian independence, Bengal witnessed a rapid increase in women
entering medical colleges. Female physicians assumed leadership roles in
clinical medicine, medical education, research, and public health. Distinguished
women doctors from Bengal have contributed significantly to specialties ranging
from obstetrics and gynecology to internal medicine, pediatrics, and
rheumatology.
Today, women constitute a substantial proportion of medical students and
practitioners across West Bengal. Their achievements reflect the legacy of
pioneers such as Kadambini Ganguly, Virginia Mary Mitra, and Haimabati Sen,
whose determination transformed the landscape of healthcare and women’s
education. The history of lady doctors in Bengal is therefore not merely a
medical narrative but also a story of social emancipation, professional
excellence, and enduring inspiration.
References (Vancouver Style)
1.Forbes G. Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press; 1996.
2.Ganguly J. Kadambini Ganguly and the Bengal Renaissance. Kolkata:
Progressive Publishers; 2010.
3.Sen H. The Memoirs of Dr Haimabati Sen. New Delhi: Zubaan Books; 2012.
4.Basu A. Female education and social reform in Bengal. Kolkata: Firma KLM;
1990.
5.Arnold D. Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in
Nineteenth-Century India. Berkeley: University of California Press; 1_993.
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Paschimbanga: Heritage, Harmony and Horizons

Dr. Saraswata Das
Associate Professor, Dept. of Radiodiagnosis, COMJNMH Kalyani

West Bengal, fondly known as Paschimbanga, is a land where history,
culture, and progress converge to create a unique identity. From the
majestic Himalayas in the north to the mangrove forests of the
Sundarbans in the south, the state showcases a rich tapestry of natural
beauty and cultural diversity.

The heritage of Paschimbanga is deeply rooted in its contributions to
literature, art, science, and the freedom movement. Visionaries such as
Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Jagadish Chandra Bose and Satyendra Nath Bose have left an indelible
mark on India and the world. Historic monuments, vibrant folk traditions,
and classical arts continue to preserve the legacy of generations past.

Harmony is the soul of Bengal. People of different religions, languages
and communities have lived together for centuries, celebrating each
other's festivals and traditions. Whether it is Durga Puja, Eid, Christmas or
Poila Boishakh, the spirit of unity and mutual respect strengthens the
social fabric of the state.

At the same time, Paschimbanga looks confidently toward new horizons.
Advances in education, healthcare, technology, industry, and sustainable
development are shaping a brighter future. The energy and creativity of
its youth, coupled with a strong intellectual tradition, continue to drive
innovation and progress.

As we celebrate Paschimbanga Divas, let us take pride in our heritage,
cherish our harmony and embrace the horizons of opportunity that lie
ahead. Together, we can build a prosperous, inclusive and V|brant Bengal
for generations to come. -

DR. SARASWATA DAS
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= and communal coexistence.

Paschimbanga Divas

~ June 20 was an act of surgical amputation performed without anesthesia. It was not a day of grand

e

=
—democratic triumph, but a desperate salvage operation born out of the total collapse of human trust

The Illusion of a "United Bengal"

The most ro‘manticized myth of 1947 is that Bengal could have remained an independent, undivided,
sovereign nation. Leaders like Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy and Sarat Chandra Bose championed
this dream, but the harsh reality is that it was dead on arrival.

To the average Bengali Hindu, Suhrawardy’s sudden turn toward "secular unity” smelled of political
opportunism. Only a year earlier, in August 1946, his administration had looked the other way—and by
many accounts, actively facilitated—the «Great Calcutta Killings=, which left thousands of Hindus dead.
This was followed by the systematic targeting of Hindus in the sNoakhali riotss.

The psychological trauma of these events made coexistence impossible. The Hindu majority in
~western Bengal concluded that a united, independent Bengal—which would possess a permanent
Muslim demographic majority—was simply a back-door route into a fundamentalist Pakistan. They did

not vote for partition because they hated their land; they voted for partition because they were
terrified of annihilation. /

The False Promise of Solidarity

The most tragic casualty of June 20 was the collapse of alternative political ideals, specifically the
Dalit-Muslim alliance envisioned by Jogendra Nath Mandal. Mandal correctly identified that upper-
caste Hindu elites (sbhadraloks) dominated the Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha, often exploiting
lower-caste Namasudras. He believed that lower-caste Hindus and Muslims shared a common class
struggle and should unite under Pakistan.

The harsh reality proved that in times of extreme religious polarization, class and caste solidarity
dissolve instantly. The moment the borders were drawn, the Pakistani state apparatus turned on its
minority populations, regardless of their caste. The lower-caste Hindus who stayed in East Pakistan
on Mandal’s assurance bore the absolute brunt of post-partition violence and economic
disenfranchisement. Mandal’s ultimate realization of this betrayal forced him to flee to India in 1950,
leaving his followers behind to face decades of systemic persecution.

The Elites Decided, the Subaltern Bled

While the 231 members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly sat in the grand, air-conditioned
chambers of the Assembly House in Calcutta casting their clean numeric votes (58 to 21 in the non-
Muslim session), they were sealing the fate of millions who had no say in the matter.

The ultimate hypocrisy of the June 20 partition is that those who negotiated the borders were the
least affected by them. The wealthy, educated, upper-caste elites of Bengal had the capital,
connections, and mobility to transfer their wealth, buy property in Calcutta, and secure administrative

' jobs in the new government of West Bengal.

The actual price of the partition was paid by the subaltern—the poor peasants, fishermen, and
laborers. Millions of people suddenly became foreigners overnight in their own ancestral villages.
They were forced across the border with nothing but the clothes on their backs, packed into squalid,
disease-ridden refugee colonies like Sealdah station and Cooper's Camp. For these people, June 20
did not grant a homeland; it permanently fractured their families, stripped them of their dignity, and
condemned their descendants to generations of displacement.

June 20, 1947, was the day Bengal chose a broken house over a burning one. ‘ I |

West Bengal was not created out of an idealized vision of statehood, but as a heavily compromised
sanctuary. Syama Prasad Mookerjee and the Congress high command did not "divide" Bengal out of
malice; they accepted a truncated piece of land because the alternative was losing the entire region,
including Calcutta, to a state that had already proven it could not, or would not, protect its minorities.

It remains a foundational moment defined entirely by trauma, betrayal, and the cold, unyielding
arithmetic of religious polarization.

.H

Dr.Somnath nerjee:.l
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